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to enable us to carry on our trade with ease we must
depend upon his Excellency's favour1'.1
To meet the expenses and charges of the court, Mr.
Eyre was advanced five hundred gold muhars and five
hundred pagodas and a letter of credit was given to him
on- Boocunjee Canshedoss at Arcot, to supply him with
extra money which occasion might require.    The em-
bassy of the English merchants of Madras was introduced
to Nizamu'1-Mulk by Imam Sahib in the public Durbar,
where after making obeisance in front at a considerable
distance, Mr. Eyre and his party were shown a place on
the carpets to sit down. After an hour, when Nizamu'l-
Mulk rose from the Durbar, he sent for Mr. Eyre and the
party to his private audience-chamber.  Mr.  Eyre paid
the Governor's respects to him, Coffee was served with
the honour of the fans, a privilege enjoyed by the most
distinguished persons of the realm. The conversation on
indifferent matters lasted for about an hour and then the
party   retired.   Nizamu'1-Mulk   honoured   the   English
merchants by sending them special dinner. Next morning
their presents were opened in Nizamu'l-Mulk's camp.
The latter observed them very closely and said they were
excellent. He much liked the painted looking-glass and
said that he would keep some of the presents for himself
and send the rest to the Emperor at Delhi-2 The English
Embassy remained in Nizamu'l-Mulk's camp for about
two weeks whence Mr. Eyre wrote the following letter to
Richard Benyon,  President and Governor of Fort St.
George: "We have advised the Hon'ble the President
of our arrival here and the Delivery of the Presents to
Nizamal  Muluck  and  we are  now  to  acquaint  Your
Honour that as Imaum Sahib, whose Directions we are
under has not yet got our Audience of Leave, We have
been so detained here longer than we expected : And as
1 Diary and Consultation Book, 1743.
2 Wheeler, Madras in the &den time, p. 617; Gribble, History
of the Deccan, vol. II, p. 13.